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Foreword

This is an extraordinary little volume. | say that as author with
nothing intended of myself, because this is one of those works of
art that the artist can hardly lay claim to. As sure as the five great
laws discussed here, the book itself was not so much written asiit

was discovered. It wasin asimple state of being when | found it.

In fact, the simple state in which | found it isthe very reason it is
not more lengthy or more narrated. It did not wish to disguiseitself
inastory, and it did not wish to makeitself complex. Thefivegreat
laws stated in chapter one really are meant to cover our stages of
growth, and all the questionswe can ask. A more complex volume
may have forgotten that.

It is this simplicity that makes this book really such a treasure,
becauseitiseasily remembered in detail, and these detail s speak to
me every day now in my own meditations, giving me guidance on
what to seek. | hope it can become such a guide for otherstoo. As
you grasp the depth of the five great laws, you' |l indeed find that
thereislittle you cannot know, little you cannot experience.

So to keep with the book’s plain style, et mewish you happy travels
along thisclear and simple path, and may that path befull of wonder
for you.



If you enjoy this book, you can purchase bound copies
by clicking here. Want to recommend it to friends?
Send them this e-book or buy extra copies for them.

Thank for reading.


http://www.booksurge.com/author.php3?accountID=MCMM00002
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The Five Great Laws






Chapter 1

The Five Great Laws

Know well these few laws, and you will know
how to live in harmony with all that is.



| approached the Master and | said unto him, “Oh Master, tell me
the secrets of creation. Tell me how the world came to be.”

And the Master answered me and said, “My child, if you seek the
details of every minute creation, you will surely be disappointed,
for thelawsarefew but the applicationsare many. Even your world's
most advanced machines could never take the few laws and apply

them in every way, as the universe has.

“But great wisdom lies in understanding the laws of creation, for
they arethelawsthat continueto create the world in every moment;
and they are the laws that direct our very lives. Therefore, know
well these few laws, and you will know how to live in harmony
with all that is.

“Thefirst of these great lawsisBeing, which comesbefore all el se.
A state of very being gives rise to further being, and is without
variation or duality. This is the law that asks us to step outside
ourselves, and even to step outsidetheall, and simply to be without
this or that. It is the most subtle of all the laws, and is the most
difficult to achieve.

“The second of these great lawsis Unity, for in the beginning there
wasonly one. Thisisthelaw that stands behind the belief that all is
one, for though there isindeed separation of body, thereis unity of



source. It isthe knowing of thislaw — notinmind alone, but inlife
— that breeds compassion for al else, for all that seems separate

from ourselves.

“Thethird of these great lawsisDivision, for | have said that being
givesriseto being. Therearemany who will speak against division,
for they havelearned of unity and have givenit their praise without
seeing it in its context. They have also looked on the disharmony
often existing in division, and have believed that thisis the nature
of division, but that is not so. As being seeks to express, and unity
seeks to compress, there is interaction, and interaction gives birth
toal ese. Divisoninitsprimal stateisthe very essence of harmony
— the harmony between being and union— and woul d be expressed
thisway intheworld if al divisionsworked in theline of the laws.

“Thus you can guess that the fourth of these great lawsis Balance,
which is mere harmony of division. Were being and unity out of
balance, there would be a dispensation of being so immense that
unity could never birth creation; or else being would be crushed
into nothing, and that can never come to pass.

“But only pure being and unity expressdivisioninitsprimal state.
All other divisions are merely in the likeness of thisfirst division,
and as countless divisions work in countless directions, there are
also countless interactions. Thus they may be in balance, but they



may also be unbalanced. Without this opportunity for imbalance,
there is also no opportunity for creation.

“Thismeansthat wherethereisone, thereis also the other, and the
fifth great law isthat of Imbalance, which isdisharmony or discord
of division. It isthe state in which we see most theworld, and isthe
state furthest from first being. But every law has its purpose, and
the miracul ous purpose of imbalance isthe allowance for creation.

“Ponder all these laws,” said the Master, “and when you have

received, then return.”

| bowed deeply to the Master, and | took my leave.

If you enjoy this book, you can purchase
bound copies by clicking here.
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Chapter 2

The Great Un-Being

It isa way to conceive and remember that
we cannot grasp the all of all in our minds.



| approached the Master and | said unto him, “Master, | have
considered the first great law, and you said that it regards being. It
is often said that the origin of all lies in the great un-being, that
which we can neither describe nor discuss. How, then, is the first
great law about being?’

The Master smiled with understanding and spoke. “My child, you
asked metotell the secretsof creation, and creation speaks of being.
The great un-being that is beyond all description isnot of creation,
and thusis not within our laws. Werethere alaw to describeit, that
law would be numbered zero; so would it be infinity; so would it
be the imaginary numbers; so would it be all numbers at once; so
would it be none of these at all.

“The great un-being, my child, is that which cannot be described,
and our useto discussitisanintellectual pursuit; it hasits moment,
but our pursuit of such is not our deepest wisdom. It is away to
conceive and remember that we cannot grasp the all of all in our
minds. So it is, weremember the lawsalone and act from these, for
in thisis our wisdom.

“Ponder all of this,” smiled the Master, “and when you have
received, then return.”

| bowed deeply to the Master, and | took my leave.

If you enjoy this book, you can purchase
bound copies by clicking here.
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Chapter 3

The Most Subtle Law

It isthrough meditation that you
will come to this doorway;
and if you stand not on this threshold,

then no words can appease your mind.



| approached the Master and | said unto him, “Master, | havefurther
considered thefirst great law, but | confessthat | do not know how
to simply be. | cannot resolve the paradox of being neither myself
nor the all. How isit that one might achieve this most subtle of all

the laws?’

“Theanswer isvery simple,” said the Master, “though it isthe most
difficult of al to achieve.” He considered. “It is not habit in your
culture to meditate, but to pray. Prayer is an active state, which
brings oneinto the body; thusit promotesthe great law of division,
which you will remember has its very important purpose. But it

does not remove you from yourself.

“Meditation isapassive state, and thus removes you from yoursel f
and into the all. It promotes the great law of unity, which you will
also remember has its own important purpose. It does not bring
you into the state of being, but as one achieves the height of medi-
tation, so does one stand at the doorway to thefirst great law. Thus, it
is through meditation that you will come to this doorway; and if you
stand not on this threshold, then no words can appease your mind.

“1 have given you your direction,” said the Master. “Come to this
threshold, and then return.”

| bowed deeply to the Master, and | took my leave.

10
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Chapter 4

The Law of Balance

As an opposition approaches, use its momentum
to send it where you will, and find yourself
ready to continue your path.

11



After many months, | returned to the Master, ashamed. “ Master,” |
admitted, “| havefailedinyour task. | have done my best to meditate,
thriceaday each day. | have glimpsed theworld from outside myself,
but even in these moments, | never experienced full unity with all
theworld, much less creation. | could not discover the doorway to
thefirst great law of being.”

The Master smiled on me proudly. “You have learned a great
wisdom,” he said. “They are the very few, and they are the most
advanced, who achievethisdoorway. You do not receive the secrets
of thefirst great law in your first steps, but in your last.

“In itself, this whispers the great cycle of creation, for creation is
born as being divides; and creation dies as being unites. Thus, ina
world of the fifth great law, in a world of disharmony, we know
that division iscomplete, and our path isclear. We begin as masters
of the fifth great law of discord, and we conquer the fourth great
law to rise above; we conquer the third great law to rise above the
fourth; we conquer the second great law, then thefirst, in succession.
S0, you must conquer disharmony before all else.”

| wondered at this, as | did not know how to approach the task.
“My Master,” said I, “surely that is the aim of every philosophy,
but it seemsthat the answer to conquering disharmony isamystery.
How might | accomplish this task?’

12



The Master smiled once more. “ And you have brought us down to
the very earth,” he said. “You have asked how, and that is a most
important question in the created realm, for all of this ream is
concrete, and desire for progress is achieved only through action.
Therefore will | give you actions to guide you through the five

great laws of creation.

“You have seen in the martial arts that wisdom speaks, for these
artsdescribe precisely how one conquers opposition or disharmony
with little effort. The secret is of turning with opposition to let it
pass, and turning still again to regain true direction. In thisway, an
aggressive energy passes by, and you neither suffer nor inflict
anything ill against it. As an opposition approaches, use its
momentum to send it where you will, and find yourself ready to

continue your path.

“Thisbecomes asubtle processin everyday living, for oppositions
can disguise themselves, and we do not recogni ze that which holds
us as slaves. Hereisthe gift of self-reflection, for in timewe learn
what opposes our purpose, and as we learn of this, we can also
learn how to send it on its way, where we will, aong its general
line of momentum. Consider your purpose; consider where you
would thrust you own will, where you would succeed in life.
Consider your distractions as opposition, and send them on their
way. Thiswill keep you from tiring, for instead of pushing against

13



thething, you arefinally stepping out of itsway, and into the stream
of harmony with your purpose.

“1 tell you now that alifetime spent learning this law alone would
be a lifetime very well spent. Spend your time learning to work
with disharmony, learning to let it pass you by. You need only step
aside and direct its energy in its general line of momentum. When

you sufficiently gain this wisdom, then return.”

| bowed deeply to the Master, and | took my leave.

14
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Chapter 5

The Law of Division
You have the opportunity to express through division.
The common failure in this endeavor

comes of people dividing through discord,;
true expression is meant to be harmonic.

15



It was nearly two years before | returned to the Master, convinced
that | had sufficiently gained wisdom of the fourth great law, that
difficult law of balance. For so long | had battled with life, finding
hurtles along my path. By working with this wisdom, by noticing
oppositions and stepping aside, lending them none of my resistance,
| soon found that | wasworking inlinewith life, and that life began
to promote my purpose. | said as much to the Master.

“You have found that wisdom indeed,” said he. “And take lesson
fromthismy child. You haveleft oneworld by stepping into another,
and into a higher law. You have overcome disharmony by entering
the world of harmony and balance. You may guess how to now
gain the wisdom of the third great law, for each law’s wisdom is
gained by stepping into that world.”

“Then | amtolearn of division?’ | asked him, for thisdid not seem

correct.

“Do not forget that every law hasitsimportant purpose, and division
is the mere expression of being; in its natural state, it is harmony,
which wisdom you now hold. Divisionisaharsh experience indeed
when festered with disharmony; it iswhy you must learn the lower
laws before taking on the higher.”

“How, then,” | asked the Master, “do | learn of division?’

16



“1 have said that division isthe expression of being, and soitisthat
you must learn to express. You are not yet pure being, my child, but
you are part of the expression of being: you are human being. Thus
you havethe opportunity to expressthrough division. The common
failurein this endeavor comes of people dividing through discord,;
true expression ismeant to be harmonic. Now that you havelearned
of harmony and balance, all expressive possibilities are yours.

“l also said once that prayer is active, and because it is active, it
brings one into the body. Prayer is the holy method of the third
great law; it is the holy method of division. A most high Master
once taught that all is possible through prayer, but that teaching is
misperceived. All is indeed possible through prayer, but only to
those in the wisdom of the fourth great law. Little can be
accomplished through prayer by those in opposition, by those who
livein discord.

“And what is prayer, my child, but adeclaration of one’swill, and
thus afocusing of one's energy. It isacalling of spiritual force to
flow intowardsagiven end, and those in harmony allow thisenergy
to flow to that very end. Those in discord, however, have so many
oppositions in life that the energy cannot find its pathway to the
end result. In moving from one hurtle to the next, and never finding
a clear way through, the energy can only reflect against the one
who has called it; thus the many failures of those in discord.

17



“When harmony is achieved, then, one need only to call upon
gpiritual force and direct it, for once directed, it will flow easily to
its destination, and expression will be complete; division will be
complete. The causal being of creation wishes for division, and
thus its energy flows towards those in harmony, through which it
may divide. When you pray, you open thedoor for al creative energy
to flow through you to some end result. That, my child, is creation
at itsfinest for those learning the great law of division.

“Do not forget, though, to accomplish al in harmony. Do not let
distractions take you from your purpose, but see them for what
they are— asyou have learned — and | et them passyou by. | have
told you much now, and it is time that you go and take on this
wisdom. When you have learned it, then return.”

| bowed deeply to the Master, and | took my leave.

18
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Chapter 6

Balance Revisited

To control the path of oppositions,
that they not control you,
you must allow them their natural course.
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| returned some months|ater to the Master, and | returned confused.
“My Master,” | said, “I have followed your guidance, and in the
beginning, it all worked very well. | formed clearly what | wished
to accomplish, what | felt was my purpose; | declared my will
through prayer, asking that spiritual force flow through to express
thiswill. For amonth or more, | found my will expressed clearly,
and morequickly than | imagined possible. Still | practiced harmony,
letting no distractions take me from my course, and the energy
flowed. Now, however, | find myself so weary that | cannot go on.
| find that my will turnsto idlethoughts, asif it would stop creating,
and | cannot control its direction.”

The Master smiled more deeply than | had seen till that time. “My
child,” said he, “you are unable to fully grasp the wisdom of the
third great law, for you have not quite contained the wisdom of the
fourth.

“Harmony means|etting the energy of opposition passyou by whilst
you direct it along its line of momentum. When your body grows
tired, what do you do to overcome this opposition? You let it pass
its normal course, and you sleep. When your body grows hungry,
what do you do to overcomethisopposition? You let it also passits
normal course, and you eat. Neither of these do you let control you
either through gluttony or deprivation. To resist sleep or hunger is
to resist the natural rhythm, and you are in discord. To indulge in

20



only rest or in too much food is to let these oppositions control
your path, for they have taken your momentum — your initial
weariness or hunger — and have guided you by that down an
unbal anced path.

“Distractions are those things that draw you from your path, from
your purpose; they are oppositions that have controlled your path
by your momentum. To control the path of oppositions, that they
not control you, you must allow them their natural course. You
must sleep, but only so much as your body requires. You must et,
but only so much asyour body needs. Then you remainin harmony
with these oppositions, and they do not become distractions.

“ And take care not to envision expressions asdistractions, for work
is not your only expression. You must engage in socia activities
and inrecreation, in studiesand in love. You must balance the needs
of body, emotions, mind, and spirit. All of this you do, that you
remain in harmony. When you learn how to balance these, you find
that your will expresses through each of these, and not through
your purposeful work alone; do not express in only one way, but
focus each expression in its moment.

“You must balance prayer accordingly. Pray for that which your

body needs, for that which your emotions, mind, and spirit all need.
That is, learn to focus the highest spiritua energy in such a way

21



that you giveyourself fully to your every activity, including eating,
including sleeping, including love and recreation, and including
your every expression. When you find balance, you find that you
never tire, for you will let opposition passyou by, which keepsyou
from tiring, and you will find great variety in expression, which
will vitalize.

“There is much to learn and practice here. Go now, my child, and

bringitintolife. When you have learned thiswisdom, then return.”

| bowed deeply to the Master, and | took my leave.

22
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Chapter 7

Approaching Unity

The next level acts for the all.
And the next level opens you up to wholly new worlds,
just as did the laws that came before.
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It was someyears before | returned to the Master, not because | did
not think of him, but because I wished to fully take on the wisdom
of division before asking of histime. When | approached again |
said, “Master, beforelearning from you, | would not haveimagined
that expressing in the world could be done with such precision,
life, and ease. | have applied all that you taught, and now find myself
involved in countless enterprises, and never do | tire, just as you
promised.”

“Itiswhy,” said the Master, “knowing these few laws and acting
from them is true wisdom. Wishing for al the details of the world
ismereknowledge, andisgenerally idle. But wisdomisnever idle,
and acting from first laws means living and creating in harmony
with al. So my child, have you accomplished what you wished

to?

“1 have accomplished much, Master, and | am deeply grateful for
all that you have shown me. But you taught me that there are five
great laws. Most people act from the law in which we live — the
law of disharmony or imbalance. You taught me how to rise above
that law and to act in harmony and balance. You then taught me
how to master this world by teaching of division, or expression.
This| have done through prayer, through organizing and focusing
spiritual forceinto that which | would create. Now that | livein the
world of division, there are yet two worlds of the two laws that |

24



have not yet attained. Will you show me how to approach these

worlds?”’

“You ask wisely,” said the Master. “It is one thing to master the
world of division, to master the third great law. This can be done
by any man or woman regardless of mative. It iswhy you see success
in the hands of the good, and of the evil. So long as one exists for
the individual self, for the personality, one exists in the world of
discord, harmony, or even division; one can certainly learnto act in
harmony, letting discord pass him by; one can learn to express,
focusing spiritual force unto her will. But those whose motives
allow not for spiritual progress, who do not create for the progress
of all, they cannot exceed thislevel, because the next level actsfor
theall. And the next level opensyou up to wholly new worlds, just

as did the laws that came before.

“Those who live in discord cannot fathom the lives of those who
live in harmony. They will commonly look on harmonious lives
with envy, for they cannot conceive how one could live so easily in
theworld. Thoseliving in harmony a so cannot fathom the lives of
those who live in the world of division, and though they hold no
ill-will (for that is against the law of harmony), they yet cannot
conceive how creation comes so easily to those above.

“Likewise, asyou create with ease, thereareavery few individuals

25



whoselivesyou will never grasp until you arelivingintheir world.
They are of course the few who have achieved the world of unity,

who live according to the second great law.”

| asked the Master, “And how do | achieve this new world, this

new law?’

“1 told you once that prayer is active, and supports the third great
law. | also told you that meditation is passive, and that it supports
the second great law, the law of unity. It isthrough meditation that
you must achievethis second great law, for thereisno other way to
remove yourself from division, and find yourself at one with the
al. Inthe past you tried to achieve this unity, but only caught mere
glimpses. That is because you began before your time. It is not
until you have mastered the third great law that you can eventually
capture the second.

“Early onin your meditations, you will find success infrequent. It
is wisdom to know that enlightenment takes its time, that it will
enter you asyou are ready, and that patient and dedicated meditation
will take you down the path. As you continue, success becomes
more frequent until at last, aswith avery few mastersin the world,
you will livein theworld of unity, even asyou expressin harmony
amongst those in the world of discord. That is, you will livein the
four lower laws all at once.”

26



“And how do | approach these meditations, Master? You said once
you would give me specific direction to accomplish the five great

laws. How can you guide me into meditation?”’

“My child,” said the Master, “there is no one way through
meditation, for meditation is not about a path, but a destination. It
is about reaching out, beyond yourself. Because all people are
unigue, every path, too, isunique. But there are methodsthat prove

useful time and time again, and these | will give you to use.

“Thefirst of these is relaxation — utterly simple and surprising to
hear, | know. But in a culture of so much stress, it isvital that one
learn to relax to accomplish the purpose of meditation. And why is
this? My child, it is because when you hold tension in the body,
you give energy to theindividual self; you hold energy in the body
from which you are striving to be free. Asthat is counter to your
end, you know from your practice of harmony that you must allow
thistensionto go itsway. Therefore, usethe lawsyou have already
learned — for thisiswhy you had to learn them first — and do not
resist your opposition; do not resist tension, for thiswill only make
it greater. Allow that tension to dip away, and learn to do thiswithout
effort. When you have practiced this unto mastery, then return.”

| bowed deeply to the Master, and | took my |eave.

27
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Chapter 8

The Hall of Silence

The silence is not what isimagined
by those who never explored it.
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It was another 3 years — my longest time away from the Master
since first we met — before | returned for more instruction. “My
Master,” | said, “it hastaken all thistime, but | am confident at last
that have achieved what you asked. | am ableto dlip into the deepest
relaxation during meditation, and indeed | have experienced from
time to time a dlipping from my body, and a sense of oneness with
al. I know | have not yet mastered the second great law, that
tremendous law of unity, but | am sure that your guidance has
brought me closer.”

“And I’'m sure that it has!” said the Master. “I am surprised that
you gave so much timeto this apparently simpletask — atask that
many a student would deem so insignificant, and spend so little
timelearning. It gives creed to your dedication through mastery of
the lower laws.

“With such practice in hand, you are well prepared for the next
method of meditation, and you may well find agood deal of success
with this. Enter your meditation and into relaxation, as you have
learned to do. Then | would suggest you listen. Listen for that which
says nothing, which is nothing. Listen to the stillness.

“Asyoulearntofocusinonthisquiet, you will find that the silence

is not what is imagined by those who never explored it. You will
find that first thereissound to silence. If you focus attention between
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your ears, you will find that your very brain seems to hum. This

hum givesyour mind athing to hold on to, athing to giveitsfocus.

“This is not in fact the famous silence about which the masters
speak. Asyou hold to thisinner hum, you stand at the doorway of
true silence, and you cannot enter in of your own accord, for you
are of the personality, and you are wishing to enter theworld of all.
Take caution, then, that you do not try to force this departure from
self and intotheall; forcing meanstension, and you will find yourself
trapped in your divided perspective. It is the all that must release
you, and that you must allow.

“Asyou focus on the inner hum, then, in a moment you may find
yourself in another place, and hereyou will find true silence. Indeed,
thisisthe Hall of Silence. Inthishall, you will find that any sounds
inyour physical environwill seem countless milesaway; your very
thoughtswill seemto echo; and the silenceis profound. Thishallway
isthe meeting place of individual and all, and is where the masters
say youmay learnfromtheinner voice. Inthishall, you may perceive
whispers — even amidst perfect silence — that guide you from a
higher place. This higher place, of course, istheworld of all.

“Again, you cannot force entrance into the world of all, lest you

find yourself trapped utterly within the self. You may often achieve
this inner hall without entering the higher world, for the all must
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give you entry to its world. But the hallway is a place of inner
peace that can vitalize you in profound ways. Sit in this peace, and

when you are given entry beyond, then enter in.”

| was struck by the Master’s detailed instruction and description.
“This is then the secret to achieving unity, to learning the second
great law?’ | asked him.

“It is one path,” said the Master. “But do know this: even if you
ganentry inthisway, acontinued state of unity may take one method

more. That | will address when you return.”

| bowed deeply to the Master, and | took my leave.
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Chapter 9

A Great and Holy Secret

By joining prayer and meditation,
you may direct spiritual force towards unity.
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It was only six months more before | returned, for | had found a
particular success. “Itislike nothing | could believe!” | insisted to
the Master. “This thing called unity — | was convinced it was
metaphor, and believed it theoretical, intellectual. It was not. It
simply ... simply ... is! It isthe way thingsredlly are!”

“You have entered in, then,” said the Master. His gladness for me
spilled forthinradiance. “But am | right,” he asked, “that you have
not sustained this state?’

“You areright, Master,” | told him. “ So dearly did | wish to remain
in that world, for in thisworld, | loved all absolutely, and | was
one with all things. In that world, | knew all things for what
they were, and now, it is mere intellect for me; it dwells all in

memory alone.”
“Fear not,” said the Master, “for that is the way of this progress.

Thereisonemethod morethat | trust will bring you thisstatefor as

long as you would wish.”
“And what is that method?’ | asked.
“It isamethod of joining prayer and meditation together, for itisa

great and holy secret that these two married are the greatest tool for

thiswork.
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“Remember that prayer is an active state, and it directs spiritual
forcewhereyou will; remember also that | said you are not to force
the separation from your divided self, that this separation must come
fromtheall whilst yourestinthe place of silence. By joining prayer
and meditation, you may direct spiritual forcetowardsunity, towards

your gaining the perspective of the one.

“Thus, begin with prayer, and generate agreat deal of energy; and
because the end for which you striveisone of unity, you can generate
a great deal of power by praying for compassion, even in your
everyday life— for themoreyou bring thisinto your every moment,
the more the force will build up for continued expression in your
body, emotions, mind, and spirit. Although you can never act from
true compassion until you dwell in the world of unity, until you
know the suffering of the world from experience, there are many
steps toward that state. Taking these steps builds a bridge between
you and that which is al; it promotes the energy of the all during
meditation.

“When you finally enter your relaxation, and then into the place of
silence, much energy will remain from prayer to lift you into the
all, to enlighten you by joining you with the one. In time, as your
compassion grows, you will be able to contain this experience for
al time, and then indeed will the world rightly call you Master.
Thisisamighty task for any to achieve; take what time you will,
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and when you are accomplished, then return.”

| bowed deeply to the Master, and | took my leave.
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Chapter 10

The Path of Teacher

You cannot achieve mastery of thefirst great law
by merely teaching, but by teaching with success.

39



Somefiveyearslater, | approached the Master oncemore, and | smiled
my gratitude on him. “Friend,” said |, “you have taught me much.”

“Friend,” said he, “you have learned my true name.”

“Yes,” | nodded, “for | see us now with one purpose. | am master of
unity, balance, and division, as thou art. But still I must look to
you, for | would learn of the first great law of being. | know that
pure being wishesto express, but | have learned already to express
through thethird great law of division, and | wonder what expression
| must master to enter this upper world.”

The Master understood and spoke. “First, my student, remember
that you ask asan individual, and asindividual, you are never pure
being. The individual is but a division of pure being, thus may
conquer the first great law in only arelative way. But | also told
you that only pure being and unity express in perfect harmony, so
in fact, all mastery is only relative. Know that, and | can answer
how you, as individual, can conquer the first great law of being.
For in truth, everyone may master each of the five great laws, for
each division is made in the likeness of that which gaveit life.

“Already we see that all individuals dwell at least in the world of

discord, and have mastered the law of imbalance. A fair number
dwell alsointheworld of balance, and life runs smoothly for these
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few. A smaller number yet dwell evenintheworld of division, and
they are the great creators in your world, the few who make
extraordinary things happen. Finaly, there is a smallest fraction
who live in the world in which you now dwell, in the world of
unity where all actionsare seen asaffecting all other actions; where
the united work of all is known. These are the masters of
compassion, who know the happiness and the suffering of others,
and they bring a greatest light into the world.

“There are but a handful who dwell in all five great laws, and they
are the masters of compassion who successfully guide othersinto
mastery of the four lower laws. | have said, you cannot become
pure being while living as an individual; but you can act as pure
being, which aways gives rise to further being. If you give rise to
those who are as yoursdlf, then you act as pure being. You cannot
achievemadtery of thefirst greet law by merdly teaching, but by teaching
with success; you must indeed create masters of compassion.”

“And how do | prepareto teach?’ | asked him.

“By knowing all thingsthere areto learn.”

“And how do | come to know these things?’

“Ask,” said he.
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Chapter 11

On First Progress, Evil,
and Finding Life Purpose

Evil at once has no power and yet has its influence.
It isthe reversed flow of the five great laws.
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And so my series of questions began. The Master had always
answered with such precision that | knew how well trained he had
been; and devoted to theideathat I, too, might be ateacher worthy
of the name, | swore that | would learn all that was possible to
learn.

| began with what | thought most practical. “ Friend and Teacher, if
one wished to most quickly advance, how would you advise this

one?’

“My friend and student, | would ask that one know oneself, for
when you know the world you dwell in — whether in discord,
balance, division, or unity — then you know also how to progress,
according to the methods | have given.

“For the vast mgjority living yet in the unbalanced world, theworld
of thefifth great law, | have shown you how not to resist opposition,
but to let it pass you by; do not resist it, but send it along its path.
There is another way to put this, however, that may be more clear
to the many.

“Spiritual progressistraditionally taught asresisting evil, but | tell
you now that there is not one person dwelling in the fifth great law
of imbalancewho canresist. It isamistaken approach. By trying to
resist evil, people tend to give it their focus, and thus are more
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likely to fall into that very thing they seek to avoid. Achieving the
fourth great law of balance means not resisting, but allowing
opposition to pass on by. In practical terms for the many, rather
than resisting evil, one might instead do good.

“By finding one’s useful love and applying it, one can become so
consumed as to forget any temptation that comes along. Or, if
temptation doesrise up, one merely says, ‘| shall attend that desire
later.’ It is the truth of that statement, ‘Idle hands are the devil’s
work.” One who sits has opportunity to attend evil, to satisfy idle
desires. By applying one's useful loves, one finds no time for evil
work.”

“And how do we define evil work, my Teacher?’

“A guestion well asked, for thereisgreat confusion regarding evil.
Let us know that evil is what opposes progress. Remember that
pure being wishes to express, and that when expression enters the
lowest of the five great laws — the law of imbalance — the
expressionisto evolvethrough thesefive great laws, working back
towards a state of being. That which opposes the expression of
pure being is considered evil; that which opposes evolution of
expression is considered evil. Enlightenment allows one to view
evil in this ssmple way, without fear, for evil has no power of its
own; it is mere opposition to expression and evolution.
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“The paradox, my friend, isthat evil at once has no power and yet
hasitsinfluence. It isthe reversed flow of the five great laws, and
as with any flow, draws into its path that which is close by. Some
have said that there is no evil, as evil is without power; but in
practical terms, what does this mean? A thing with influenceis a
thing we can refer to, and inthis caseisathing we must avoid. It is
eluded by lifting oneself into the world of balance and pursuing
one's purpose of life.”

“And how does one discover one's purpose of life?’” | asked. “I
have known so many seeking endlessly for this purpose and never
finding it.”

“That is because, at this time, the world does not know how, and
therefore does not teach how. People may search long while for
their purpose and never find it, for without the map, one wanders
in the wilderness.

“There are two keywords for on€e’s life purpose, and these should
be the guiding lights, just as the five great laws are the guiding
lights for evolution overall. These keywords are simple, for they
are but joy and good. What is that which brings you the greatest
joy? And what is that, among your joys, that leads to evolution —
both of the self, and of the all ? For it isrightly argued that to ssimply
follow one’s joys without considering progress, one is liable to
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regress, for we all take short-term or apparent pleasurein evil. But
what is progress without joy? Progress sought for progress alone
becomes a drudgery, begins to tire the individual, and thus takes
that one from further use. Is that then progress? And as one tires,
the will begins to wander, and short-term pleasures are sought. Is
that then progress?

“No, progress must be sought, but only in that which brings great
pleasure. And to learn this pleasure, one must indulge in deep self-
reflection, and not for a short time only, but for alifetime, for joys
may change, if not intheir roots, then certainly intheir forms. Many
people wish to know their purposes, and their long-time desire
would have them believe they have been seeking al along; but
because self-reflection is so little understood, so little practiced, if

thereisindeed asearch, itisin vain.

“The true search is made when one takes time to turn from
distractionsand consult only the self, to learn what brings pleasure,
and to know whether that pleasure brings progress. Many pleasures
will be found, and one determines what is the common root of
these pleasures. many will be found to indulge the world in which
one lives; others will be found to indulge a higher world. Aslong
as one understands the five great laws, one can place the roots of
pleasuresinther proper worlds. Solong asoneindulgesahigher world,
ahigher law, then one progresses. One has found purpose of life.”
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Chapter 12

On Power s and Evolution

Spiritual powers do not equate with spiritual evolution.
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“1 would ask more philosophically now, my Teacher, for therewill

be students who dwell on such matters.”

“And best they take care when they do,” said the Master.
“Philosophy bolsterstheintellect, and thereis much good in forceful
intellect, but only so far as it is balanced. When teaching the
philosophically inclined, take care that they seek in balance;
specifically, guide them into the balanced world, into the fourth
great law, before entering deeply into the mind, lest the mind become
destructive.”

“And what, so long as they dwell in the fifth great law?’

“Ask that they be patient; if first you teach the five great laws,
anyone will see that balance need be learned. So far as they know
the destructive potential of mind, they will remain patient. If no,
then you perceive one who does not wish to advance in spirit, but
in power, and these are students most needing balance indeed.”

“You distinguish between an advance in spirit and an advance in
power, but many will argue that we advance in both at once.”

“And they would be correct, if theadvanceisrightly ordered. Those

advancing in spirit for the sake of spiritual growth will find
themselves also growing in power. But those advancing in spirit
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for the sake of power will not find themselves advancing in spiritual
growth. However, these terms are abstract, and let me give an
example you can hold to.

“Consider the man who wishesmost of all to advancein hisspiritual
status. And noticethe subtlety here. | did not say he wishesto grow
spiritually, but that he wishesto advance his spiritua status. If itis
status he seeks, then he may well sacrifice other matters of lifein
order to pursue this goal, and so often we see those sacrificing all
life'sresponsihilities, that they may advance along the spiritual path.
Isit not so?

“But | will makeaclear distinction here: taking on spiritual powers
or becoming aware of the more subtlelife, called the spiritua life,
is not the same as spiritual evolution, which comes of doing good.
The woman who has no family, and yet who takes on all those
around her asfamily, and does al she can to lift up the lives of all
... sheisevolving in spirit, and whether she becomes more aware
of that subtlelife called spirit, and whether she ever takeson certain
powers associated with the spiritual life, she is indeed becoming
powerful in spirit. Many have confused these points in the world,
and have misdirected their efforts. So long asone staysclear inthis
light, one can avoid that most trying mistake.”

“And what are the results of one seeking mere powers?’ | asked.
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“Let meanswer with animage,” said the Master. “Picture an ocean
wave rushing towards the shore, and consider that thiswaveisthe
evolution of creation; it isthe advance of creation through thefive
great laws. Picture now a particle of that water standing still in the
midst, for rather than evolution, this particle seeks a power. That
particle not only haltsitsevolution, but also createsadrag for those
particles closest by, and thisis dangerously closeto our description
of evil, which opposes evolution.

“1 have shown you indeed that each world of the five great laws
bringswith it different powersfor those who dwell within. Powers
of the higher laws are referred to as spiritual by those of a lower
world, for spirit is naught but aterm for the more subtle. You see,
each of these powers is a spiritua law experienced within this
physical realm called creation. When oneworksahigher law inthe
physical world, those working only the lower laws will refer to the
higher as spiritual.

“Now remember, one entersanew world by changing oneself, rather
than changing externals. Remember, too, that anyone, regardliess
of motive, can master the lower three laws, learning to work in
harmony with one's purpose, and learning to create according to
one's will. Therefore, one with motives opposing the overall
evolution can still become master of division and take on powers
that otherswill call spiritual, for these powers are of amore subtle

52



law than many others will have mastered. This should caution you
that spiritual powers do not equate with spiritual evolution.

“In fact, those seeking motive for the self alone have countered
their own evolutions. | said that those of evil motive — that is,
motive opposing the evolution of all — cannot enter the world of
unity, for unity isbut the collection of al. What | did not say outright
isthis: those who have achieved the higher lawsthrough evil motive,
through motives that only satisfy the self, have aso embedded
themselves more and more deeply into individuality. They have
supported only the advance of self, and thus have indeed opposed
their spiritual evolution, for when they achievetheworld of division
for self alone, they are further from the world of unity than they
were when dwelling in the world of imbalance.

“By focusing on spiritual evolution, which comes of doing good,
or supporting the evolution of al, one advances into the higher
worlds, just as the evil may up to a point; but in so doing, those
acting from good also draw nearer the world of unity that issuch a

prize to achieve.”
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Chapter 13

All Questions, All Answers

Know what one is asking, and then derive your answer
fromthe five great laws.
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The Master paused after hiscommentson good and evil, and looked
on me. “But you had questions of amore philosophical nature,” he
said, “and now that you are cautioned on the balance needed before
philosophy, what questions have you?”’

“In fact there are countless questions | could ask you, and each
would be as varied as creation itself. They are the questions that
studentswill no doubt ask, they are thetopics so popular in spiritual
thought today. How did creation occur? What is the structure of
creation? Is there really magic? Who or what is God? Who or
what are angels? And on and on. You said | am to understand al
things before | teach, yet there seems no end to that which can
be asked.”

“Noristhereanend,” said the Master. “How did creation occur?In
the beginning there was pure being, and pure being was one. And
purebeing said, ‘Let usdivide,” and did divide, and saw that it was
good.

“My student, is thisthe answer you seek, for it is aready givenin
all that | havetaught you. And the structure of creation? The structure
is the five great laws, and regardliess of the names given to each
reality — whether more subtle, and called spiritual, or more dense,
and called physical — these nameswill fit with thefive great laws.
They are the structure you need for your answers.
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“Istheremagic? What havel shown you but magic all along? Magic
isnaught but spiritual laws acting in the physical world, and asyou
take on the powers of the higher laws, or the higher worlds, you
may indeed be called magician. It is a term given to those who
create with power.

“Who or what is God? Who or what are angels? These are terms,
like the terms given to each reality, like the term magic. These
answerswill differ for every student, according to what the student
means by aterm. Magic does not exist if one believes magicisa
thing that opposes the five great laws; if one believes magic is
application of thefivegreat laws, then of courseit exists. Therefore,
know what one is asking, and then derive your answer from the
five great laws. Isthis not how | answered your every question?’

And | had to reflect.
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Chapter 14

Becoming Teacher

The five great laws will always apply,
definitions tumble where they may.
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“l asked you first how one might most quickly advance,” |
remembered. “And you only brought the law of balance into new
words,” | admitted. “You tied this together with finding one’s
purpose, which is ssmply advancing with joy. But here, you will
need to help me— we did not speak of joy when you described the
five great laws, and | wonder how | might have derived this from
those laws.”

“Friend, you note that | ssmply reworded a principle to give an
answer; so it iswith the concept of joy, which is only wording the
fourth great law in yet another way. Joy isthat which vitalizes, and
sadness is that which draws strength away. These are terms for
working in harmony with life, or working in opposition to it, for
harmony gives strength, and opposition takes away.”

“And what of evil, for this seems not strictly derived.”

“Evil isbut aterm,” said the Master. “Whether strictly derived from
thefivegreat lawsor not, | merely definein relation to them. Then,
had you defined evil in some other way when asking on the subject,
my answer may havediffered. Thefivegreat lawswill awaysapply,
definitions tumble where they may.”

“We also spoke of powersand evolution,” said I. “ You showed me
all along that powersare gained while advancing through theworlds.
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You had also taught that the great law of unity was only achieved
by those advancing the evolution of all. Understanding not only
the five great laws as separate laws, but also in their progression
from being to expression, and from expression back to being, |
perceive how you could derive your entireanswer fromthesesimple
laws.

“And indeed, if you could answer my questions on creation, on
structure, on magic, God, and angels, all by fitting termsinto these
few great laws, then | do not know what more | may ask. Having
asked so much already, | remember now what onceyou said: that if
| sought the details of every minute creation, | would surely be
disappointed, for the laws are few but the applications are many.
With the laws in hand, have | not already every answer that can
be?’

With love and with shining eyes, the Master approached and
embraced me. “You have,” said he. And he bowed to me deeply.
“Go and share these five great laws wherever a student asks, for
these principles hold answers for the world.”

With a final embrace, we took our mutua leave ... but we have
never since been apart.
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